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will go one or two days per week in the first
semester, two to three days during the second
and third semesters, and three days in the final
semester. During their fourth year, in which
they focus more on community health, nursing
majors will gain clinical experience in several
regional institutions and agencies
Interest in and enrollment in the nursing
program continues to grow. This year Hulstein
has twenty-four first-year students who have
indicated interest in the program. She expects
at least twenty of them to continue in the
program. Seven third-year students received an
R.N. from St. Luke's in May, so the program
is growing. At present there are fifty-three
students in the major, and Hulstein is trying to
structure the new program so that local R.N.s
who wish to complete coursework for their
B.S.N. can do so.
The numbers are gratifying to Hulstein, not
only because it is good for the Dordt program
but also because of tbe intense shortage of
nurses in her profession. The needs assessment
section of the proposal that Dordt College
submitted to the Iowa Board of Nursing notes
that the shortage is expected to grow as baby
boomers age and their need for health care
grows. The U.S. Department of Labor projects
that the country will need one million new and
(continued on page 3)
Sophomore Emily Hiemstra repositions a "patient" in the Nursing Skills Lab as Becky Ritsema waits her turn to practice basic nursing skills.















D ordt College expects to be awardingits own B.S.N. (bachelor of science innursing) begirming next year. In the
fall of 2006, students enrolled in the nursing
program will do all of their coursework on
campus, traveling to Sioux City only for their
clinicals. And when they graduate, they will
receive a B.S.N. from Dordt College rather
than a health sciences major from Dordt and a
B.S.N. from Briar Cliff University.
In September, the Iowa Board of Nursing
granted interim approval for Dordt to offer a
B.S.N. degree completion program beginning
in the fall of2006. While the change doesn't
dramatically alter the program, there are some
significant and beneficial differences, says Pam
Hulstein, director of nursing and head of the
new nursing department.
"It will be a more seamless program,"
Hulstein says, adding that it gives an
opportunity for the department to develop its
Christian approach to nursing and draw on
Dordt's "Educational Framework" document as
it hones its curriculum.
The program retains its 1-2-1 structure,
with students enrolled at Dordt College in
years one and four and at St. Luke's College in
Sioux City in years two and three. However,
Students practice giving injections, making beds, chang-
ing dressings, setting up IVs, and many other basic nurs-
ing skills in the Nursing Skills Lab.
all coursework during years two and three
will now be done on Dordt's campus instead
ofSt. Luke's. St. Luke's staff will come to
Dordt to teach the core nursing courses, but
now students will register for Dordt College
anatomy, physiology, microbiology, and
nutrition courses, taking them from Dordt
faculty rather than faculty provided by
St. Luke's College. An additional nursing
instructor will also be hired to help teach the
B.S.N. courses during the fourth year.
Although students will still travel to St.
Luke's in Sioux City for their clinicals during
their second and third years, Hulstein estimates





is again in the
top 10 in U.S.
News listings
Dordt College is rankedamong the top ten Midwest
Colleges in the U.S. for the
second year in a row,





was tied for tenth
place in this year's ranking
of 107 Midwest Comprehensive
Colleges.
Dordt College has
consistently ranked high in
the Us. News listings, being
noted in one or more categories
for thirteen years running.
The Comprehensive Colleges
category includes institutions
that focus on undergraduate
education and offer a range of
degree programs in both the
liberal arts and in professional
fields such as business, nursing,
and education.
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra,
president of Dordt College,
... __ --",.,,;"sa s "This hi h rankin from
uree e s
validate the work being done at
Dordt College. Combined with
college visits and one's own
instincts, it can help prospective
students find the college that's
right for them."
US. News annually
gathers data from each college
on indicators of academic
excellence. Each factor is
assigned a weight that reflects
their judgment about how much
a measure matters. Finally, the
colleges in each category are
ranked against their peers, based
on their composite weighted




rate performance, and alumni
giving rate.
How Great Thou Art!
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra will and way. What's often been called the
"cultural mandate" to develop the world is
one we need to take seriously as our own
calling still today. When we see that work
accomplished across our world through
well-engineered bridges, beautifully
crafted furniture, gracefully
soaring skyscrapers, or intricately
designed computer chips, we
must exclaim again, "How
Great Thou Art." It's not just
wandering through the "forest
glades" that brings us close
to God, it is walking through a
wonderfully constructed home
built from the products of
that forest that ought to
move us to praise and honor
the creator whose hand we
see all around us.
That's why, for instance,
Dordt College started an
agriculture program. It's
not enough just to praise God for the wild
berries that grow in the woods; we also must
honor him through responsible agriculture
that tills and cares for the land and husbands
the animals he has created. That's why our
strategic plan encourages us to develop a
biotechnology initiative. For who knows
what new and wondrous ways of developing
God's good creation in keeping with his
laws still lie ahead in these newly unfolding
fields of study and service.
Just as human sin has tarnished the
Ion: of God in the so-called "natural"
world around us, so the rebellious human
spirit can misdirect the ways in which we
study and develop the creational materials





Inyears past, international studentshave arrived at Dordt College tired,jet-lagged, nervous about interviews,
and preparing for opening week activities
with little time to rest and get used to a new
school and culture. This year, however,
Sanneke Kok, coordinator of academic
services for international students, and her
colleagues tried something different: an
international student orientation (ISO).
The idea came from Alied Boerema,
herself an international student. Boerema, a
Dordt graduate from Holland now pursuing
her master's degree, did an internship on
campus last spring. She surveyed interna-
tional students about their experiences and
found that many of them want more orienta-
tion before they are immersed in the aca-
demic and social aspects of life at college.
Kok agrees. "Students really appreciate
time, when they are making a big change
in their lives, to get to know each other and
their surroundings before the pressures of
school start," she says. "We should have
started this years ago."
From August 17-20. international
God has given us. But, far from stopping
us from trying, the reality of that perverse
human spirit ought to prod and stimulate
God's redeemed people all the more to
develop God's good creation in still-to-be-
discovered amazing and wonderful ways.
In the end, then, instead of "How Great
Thou Art," we chose a new hymn that hadn't
even been written when the college began.
It begins "Earth and all stars ... sing to the
Lord a new song." But it also declares that
it is time for "hammer and steel, classrooms
and labs, test tubes and strong willing work-
ers" alike to bring praise to God. We chose a
hymn that explicitly recognizes that all good
things built by human hands also are really
part of the marvelous things that God has
done-and for all that too we need to "praise
him with a new song."
As we now face our second half century
of service as a college, I hope we all are
stirred at the deepening recognition that the
glory of God is revealed not just through
those parts of the world "untouched by
human hands" but maybe even especially
through those parts of the world around that
have been crafted and developed by human
effort for the glory of the one who himself
has made all things.
I certainly don't know what will come of
our biotechnology initiative or what other
initiatives may lie over the horizon during
the coming years. I do know, however,
that if we are true to the vision of those
who started us on this road fifty years ago,
we will honor and applaud these amazing
developments in technology and human
ingenuity and be moved to sing along with
our founders, "How Great Thou Art."
Some of Dordt's international students joined Sanneke Kok ( left) and Valerie Gorter, coordinator for inter-
national students (fifth from left), for this photo. The students quickly formed a close bond with each other.
students met the faculty, interacted with
other international students, and learned
more about the culture in which they were
going to be living and learning. The resident
life staff and two upperclass international
students helped make students feel at
home. Faculty gave presentations on a
wide variety of topics, ranging from the
financial climate of the United States, to
insurance awareness, to worship customs,
to how the men and women relate in
American culture-particularly in Oordt's
Christian atroosphere-compared with
those in other cultures. Professors who are
themselves representative of other countries
and cultures also met with the students,
recounting their own experiences and
offering encouragement.
The orientation went extremely well, and
Kok believes that the international students
appreciated the opportunity to rest and ac-
custom themselves to Dordt before everyone
else arrived on campus and their studies be-
gan. Since this is the first year for the new
orientation, all student feedback has been
informal-but it has also all been positive.
"ISO gave the international students
the opportunity to establish a sense of
belonging and community before the rush
of the semester," Kok says with a smile. In
the future, she and her colleagues hope to
pursue a more structured form of evaluation
to better assess the impact the event has on
students. For now, the fact that this year's
students seemed so appreciative-and the
fact that upperclass international students
have wistfully wished they'd had something
similar when they were freshmen-is a
more than adequate reason to make ISO a
permanent fixture at Dordt,
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Netz leaves legacy of service
Sally Jongsma
David Netz ('66) has retired
as vice president for information
services at Dordt College. An
academic librarian for most of
his life, Netz began and ended
his career at Dordt College. He
served as reference librarian
and part-time English instructor
from 1968 to 1972. After
working in several university
libraries over the next twenty-
three years, Netz retnrned to
Dordt College in 1995 to head
information services.
The information services
office at Dordt College includes
both the library and computer
services.
"The collaboration between
our library and computer
services staff is somewhat
unique in higher education,"
says Netz. "They respect each
other and look to each other in
developing new services." In
fact, that spirit of collaboration
tops Netz's list of what made
his job enjoyable. Their team
spirit and sense of purpose in
serving the college community
also created a good working
environment, and it benefited
faculty and students.
There is often a conflict
between the library and
computer services in
institutions, says Netz. As
result libraries aren't always
as innovative as they could
be and new ways of accessing
information are not as publicly
accessible.
Librarian Sheryl Taylor says,
"Dave has done a very effective
job, even when he first arrived,
at providing solid leadership
for our division. He helped
us bridge gaps and find ways to
work together for the benefit of
the college."
Director of Computer
Services Brian Van Donselaar
says, "Dave has been
instrumental in shaping
information services at
Dordt into a highly effective
organization that will meet the
David Netz
needs of students and employees
for years to come."
Under Netz's leadership, the
library has been a testbed for
a variety of new technologies.
Some efforts have been more
successful than others, but Netz
believes that the Dordt College
library is a match for most
university libraries.
"We're not early adoptersee-
we wait until technology has
been tested, because we can't
afford to purchase products
without a track record or
products that won't work well
for us," Netz says about both the
library and computer services.
Nevertheless, he and his staff
are always on the lookout for
new ways to make information
better available to the college
community.
As Van Donselaar says,
"Dave has encouraged cautious
creativity ..,
During his years as vice
president, N etz has stressed
professional development
for all of his staff-including
student workers. Employees
participate in training sessions,
video conferences, and off-
campus conferences. Students
go through a careful training
process and their performance
is evaluated and available
for inclusion in their resume.
Through all ofthis Netz has
instilled a strong customer
service focus in information
services, says Van Donselaar;
"Our staff members are more
than service providers; they're
educators," Netz says.
The challenge has been to
"stay ahead of the curve." Netz
tried to keep abreast of new
services to see how Dordt could
continue to effectively meet
the needs of our increasingly
technological society.
"We're in a competitive
position," he says. "The next
generation of students will
be a multi-media generation
expecting to have access to the
most current technology as part
oftheir college education."
Yet Netz doesn't simply
see information services' role
as one of keeping up but as
opportunity. "It's exciting to
be part of a global learning
environment-to think about
how Dordt College can share
what it offers with people in
Latin America or around the
globe."
It's also exciting to see what
has developed in the last decade.
The library no longer has a card
catalog-all searching is done
online. Many computers are
available for research; laptops
can be checked out and used
as wireless stations in areas on
campus. Dordt TV allows stu-
dents to tune in to watch movies,
videos, or programs assigned
by professors. The vastness of
information available is incred-
ible-which also presents chal-
lenges for Netz and his staff.
"Students think they can
google their way through college
today," says Netz, adding, "They
think anything in print is out
of date." That presents new
educational challenges for staff
as they help students learn the
value of a variety of sources
and learn how to verify and
authenticate information they
obtain electronically.
Looking back, Netz is
pleased with the developments
that have taken place over
the past ten years. He also
believes his department has
been resourceful. By working
together with Mutual Telephone,
the local internet provider,
Dordt College has five T-I lines
coming into campus at a lower
cost than most institutions pay.
The network on campus is well
maintained with little down
time. Service is good-"at least
we don't get many complaints,"
he says.
"It's been a privilege to
serve in a Christian college,"
says Netz, And while he's
helped increase the information
available to the college
community, he's also grown in
knowledge and understanding as
he's come to see a bigger world
through his work in information
services.
NCC, Dordt College team up for new engineering option
Jane Ver Steeg
Area high school students consideringtechnical careers will have a newoption available to them this fall,
thanks to an agreement made recently
between Northwest Iowa Community
College in Sheldon and Dordt College.
The new collaboration between NCC and
Dordt will allow students in designated two-
year Associate of Applied Science (A.A.)
degree programs at Nec to continue their
education at Dordt College to earn Bachelor
of Arts (B.A.) degrees in engineering
technology.
NCC students enrolled in Computerized
Manufacturing Technology, Industrial
Instrumentation and Control, and Electrical
Technology will be able to enroll at
Dordt and get their four year degree in an
additional two years.
"We see this as a win-win situation for
everyone," said Muryl Korver, NCC dean
of trade and technology. "NCC can offer
expanded options to our students, and I
think this will help build our relationship
with the regents."
From Dordt College's perspective,
Charles Adams, dean of natural sciences,
says the collaborative B.A. in Engineering
Technology complements the college's
Bachelor of Science in Engineering
(B.S.E.) major which trains students
for careers in engineering design, rather
than engineering technology. The new
agreement allows students who might
have otherwise only completed a two-
year degree the benefit of a broader Dordt
College education.
NCC and Dordt College worked together
to align each institution's required courses
for the cooperative degree, which will allow
participating students to complete NCC's
portion of the program in two years, and
complete their bachelor's degree at Dordt
College in the ensuing two years.
We assume most students will complete
the engineering technology program as a 2-2
program, with the first two years spent at






size is up again
Dordt College began thenew academic year with an
increase in this year's freshman
class, up from 347 last year
to 365 this fall. Enrolhnent
for summer and fall sessions
includes 1,256 undergraduates
and seventy graduate students,
for a total of 1,326. Despite
increases in the freshman and
sophomore class sizes, the
total undergraduate enrolhnent
dipped by twenty-nine students,
due primarily to a large 2005
graduating class.
This year's student body
comes to Dordt's campus from
thirty-one states, seven Canadian
provinces, and includes fifteen
students from nine other
foreign countries. In addition to
incoming freshmen, fifty-four
upperclass students transferred
to or restarted classes at Dordt
College this fall, and sixteen
area high school students are
getting a jump-start on college




replacement nurses by 2012, and
Registered Nursing is at the top
of the U.S. Labor Department's
list for projected job growth
through 2012.
In addition to its shortage in
the numbers of nurses, the pro-
fession is calling for more highly
educated nurses. In some cases
hospitals and health centers are
requiring a B.S.N. instead of an
R.N. Hulstein is excited about
the opportunity the interim ap-
proval gives and confident that
the nursing department will
"provide its students with a car-
ing and nurturing education and
lifelong serviceable insight" that
will prepare them to be respon-
sible ethical and professional
nurses. The program rests on
the belief that people are cre-
ated with physical, spiritual, and
social dimensions and need to
be treated with love and care. Its
goal is to nurture a commitment
to lifelong learning in its gradu-
ates.
At present students in
Dordt's nursing program come
from across North America.
According to Hulstein they have
no trouble finding jobs locally









The Dordt College ConcertChoir has been invited by
the North Central Division of
the American Choral Directors
Association (NC-ACDA) to
perform at their 2006 spring
convention at the Holland
Performing Arts Center in
Omaha, Nebraska. This regional
convention, which occurs every
other year, is a convening of
choral directors from Minnesota,
Wisconsin, North and South
Dakota, Nebraska, and Iowa.
The three-day convention
features performances by honors
choirs, professional choirs,
college choirs, children's choirs,
a church choir, and others.
To receive an invitation, Dr.
Ben Kornelis, Dordt's choral
director, submitted recordings
of one selection from each of
three past choirs, along with
a proposed program for the
March performance. Kornelis
is excited about the convention






Cross Country: Leah Kooiker
Men's Soccer: Kyle Van Andel,
Aaron Faber, Ben Ribbens
Women's Soccer: Larissa





Softball: Katie Bleeker, Lisa
Moore, Cara Mulder




Scholar athletes must be either
juniors or seniors, have a
cumulative grade point average
of at least 3.5, be nominated by
their coach, and have made a
significant contribution to the
their team.
Raymond Mutava, a student from Kenya, left his wife and two daughters in Africa to study agriculture at a Christian institution.
Mutava's work will benefit his fellow Kenyans
Sally Jongsma properly. In the end, he spent the summer
documenting the growth cycle of the plants
for the manual he plans to make available.
"At this point farmers may have to save
seeds for only two years and then purchase
new seed the third year to prevent too much
cross pollination," he says.
Buying seed is expensive for poor farm-
ers, but the availability of seed is growing.
"Before, one person had a monopoly,
selling it for the equivalent of $5 a
kilogram and buying back for only $.25.
Now there are more sources, and farmers
are working together to get better prices,"
says Mutava.
Mutava has been eating some of the
amaranth he has grown this summer. He
picks the leaves, cooking it like spinach.
"It has a unique taste, but it is good," he
says. The seeds can also be combined with
other grains like corn and used in porridge
or they can be ground and used as flour. "It
is a crop worth growing," he adds.
Future teachers set up classrooms in Mississippi
Julie Ooms the children they taught. The Dordt students
developed the ability to be flexible, to alter
a lesson plan if something unscheduled
happened, and to work with children whose
reactions to learning were never the same
from day to day.
Bosma and her students also formed
lasting bonds with the students they taught.
One child remembered a student who had
been to Mississippi two years earlier. The
children enjoyed working with Bosma
and her students immensely, but that joy
went both ways. For Bosma, the children's
singing is always especially moving.
In the future, Bosma hopes to strengthen
the bond of trust and love she and her
students have built with children over the
past ten years. She would love to expand the
program and perhaps go overseas to African
countries or central America.
Through their volunteer work with the
students at Mount Zion, Bosma and her
students gained cultural awareness and
many friends. Speaking emphatically for
all ofthem she says, "I am just God's hands
and feet. I am here to answer God's call to
further the kingdom of God."
Voice 4
diets. Amaranth is high in lysine, an amino
acid in short supply in most grains. For
RjymOndMutava's senior research poor farmers dependent on grain, amaranthproject was more than an interesting boosts the amount of useable protein inxperiment. His work with amaranth their diet. Amaranth comes in both grain
will benefit people from his community in and vegetable varieties, although the leaves
Kenya after he finishes writing a manual ofthe grain variety can also be harvested
that describes how to grow the grain. and eaten like spinach. Flour comes from
Mutava worked as a CRWRC (Christian milling the seeds after the pods ripen.
Reformed World Relief Committee) partner While amaranth is already being grown
in Kenya before enrolling at Dordt College. in some places and has great potential, a
In his role as a food security coordinator for small problem has developed in marketing
"I!!:::~-"""l~iliW!lllliill8ililil'.w.~oIiIl... __ ..lJl~glic'Jll..ChUl:chjl!rhiS £lllIlttY,.Mu~.!tw..... ..!theseed. he variety that has been planted
was part of an effort to help Kenyan farmers for the past three years has begun cross
cultivate amaranth. Amaranth, a grain that is pollinating with an indigenous wild variety
high in nutritional value and one that grows of the plant, making the seeds black instead
quickly and with little water, is a good cash of white. The nutritional value does not
crop for poor farmers and a good way to add seem to be compromised, but the black seed
nutrients to their diets. does not bring the same price as the white.
"Children who are being fed amaranth Mutava originally hoped to focus part
seem to be better nourished," says Mutava. of his attention on the cross pollination
He adds that amaranth is being purchased between wild and cultivated varieties, but
by most hospitals to improve their patients l some of his seeds would not germinate
On June 16, a caravan of vehiclesset out from Dordt College toGlen Allen, Mississippi, to teach
Bible school. For ten days, Professor Cella
Bosma, four Dordt education students,
and two graduates taught a group of young
African-American students Bible lessons,
held a reading camp, and even conducted a
music camp. Bosma and her students have
been leading similar camps for the past ten
years. Headquartered at Mount Zion Baptist
Church in Glen Allen, they set up partitions
and held some of their classes outdoors.
Both the children and Bosma's students
leamed lessons that extend beyond the
"classrooms. "
"We need to be aware of how we are
being used by God," said Bosma. Most
future teachers will not end up teaching in
all-white classrooms in Dutch Reformed
neighborhoods, so it is important for them
to expand their horizons and encounter
children and places unfamiliar to them.
Exposure to multicultural settings is
invaluable, not only preparing students for
Amanda De Ruyter will cherish the relationships and
experiences she gained in Mississippi this summer.
teaching in those settings but also allowing
them to experience different facets of God's
kingdom, says Bosma.
The students left appreciative for what
they learned about themselves and what
they learned about the children, says Bosma.
They felt grateful for how much God had
given them, and, on a more practical note,
learned how much they could expect from
Dordt Blades head into a new year
SaUyJongsma
The Dordt Blades hockey team isdrawing enthusiastic local supportfor the game of hockey and for the
city's All Seasons Center, their home ice.
The support is evident in the numbers of
children enrolled in the Sioux Center youth
hockey program at the All Seasons Center.
According to Nate Van Niejenbuis ('03),
facilities director of the center and head
coach of the Blades, the youth hockey
club had eighty-four players last year, but
expects over a hundred this year. The Blades
also volunteer their time to help coach
youth league teams. As a result, young
hockey players and their parents make up an
increasing proportion of the crowds of 700
to 900 spectators that cheer on the team at
its Friday night home games.
"After every game the kids are standing
around the locker room trying to get
autographs from Blades players," says
Van Niejenbuis. Both the college players
and the youth league players thrive on the
relationships that have grown. And although
Van Niejenbuis admits that hockey players
will be hockey players in the heat of the
game, he believes that their involvement
with the young players affects their
demeanor and attitudes.
For the Blades, the All Seasons Center
has been a dream come true. Although they
have always been a club sport at Dordt,
the Blades have had a loyal following of
spectators over the years despite the fact
that they had to travel to places such as
Sioux City, Luverne, or Worthington-all
an hour away-s-for their home ice. Being a
club sport means, among other things, that
players aren't recruited to play hockey and
aren't given scholarships to play. As a result,
The Dordt CoUege Blades are coming off a successful season after which they graduated many talented seniors and
earned an invitation to the national tournament This year's group of rookies looks promising, though, says Coach
Nate Van Niejenhuis.
every year you wait to see who shows up
before you know what the team will be
like, says Van Niejenbuis. This sununer was
especially uncertain for Van Niejenbuis as
coach. The team, which was already smaller
than ideal during second semester because
of injuries and players leaving college or
going on off-campus programs, graduated
five seniors including Captain Jordan
Herrema. Van Niejenbuis says Herrema did
an amazing job of helping the players work
as a unit.
Despite the loss of key players the team
captured the Great Plains Collegiate Hockey
Association (GPCHA) championship and,
as one of the top twenty out of the 315
teams in the Association, was invited to the
national tournament. Although they were
unable to go because of budget constraints,
the Blades had a great year and knew they
had played well.
This year's team is made up of half
rookies and only one senior, says Van
Niejenbuis. Nevertheless, he has been
pleasantly surprised and is excited about
their potential. As in the past, the players
come primarily from Canada, although Van
Niejenbuis says that the number of players
coming from northern states and even
California seems to be growing.
"We can be competitive," says Van
Niejenbuis. "It depends on how quickly the
players mature and begin to playas a team."
The Blades traveled to Colorado to play
a series of games during during the first
weekend of October. TItroughout the fall
and winter they will play other club teams
from Iowa, South Dakota, and Minnesota.
Dordt is one of seven to receive grant
Julie Ooms
This summer, the NationalScience Foundation(NSF) awarded Dordt's
chemistry department, along
with those at six other area
colleges and universities, a
$2,973,000 grant to establish the
Northern Plains Undergraduate
Research Center (NPURC). The
Center, which the grant will
fimd over the next five years,
covers research conducted
by chemistry professors at all
seven colleges and universities.
Students participate in curricular
and summer research programs,
giving them hands-on research
experience while expanding
their knowledge of science.
Dordt College, Augustana
College, Mount Marty College,
Sinte Gleska University,
Buena Vista University, the
University of South Dakota,
and Fort Berthold Community
College received the grant
after submitting a proposal
to the NSF describing the
types of projects their science
departments wished to conduct.
The NSF receives eighty to
ninety such proposals each
Beginning next summer, Dr. Edwin Geels and his students will conduct research
to find a solution to the control of parasitic bee mites and the diseases they bring
to honeybees. Current chemicals used to control the mites are toxic, and bees are
becoming resistant to them.
year. After narrowing down
the proposals, the NSF chose
two projects to fimd this year,
one of which was the NPURC.
The NSF has funded only three
such projects over the last three
years, according to Dr. Edwin
Geels, professor of chemistry.
The NPURC will begin next
summer. Students who are a
part of the sununer program will
receive a small stipend for doing
ten weeks of research. The grant
will also be used to purchase
equipment, chemicals, and other
tools needed to conduct their
projects. In the next two years,
Geels hopes to expand Dordt
students' interest in science and
also write more proposals so
that the program can continue
beyond the present grant
period.
The research teams will
fall into one of six "research
clusters" that represent major
fields of research in chemistry
and biology. Geels and his
students will conduct research
on honeybees this year. They,
as well as other students and
professors at all seven schools,
will develop research "modules"
based on their research that
could be incorporated into
the curricula at participating
schools.
The modules are important,
Geels says, because students will
see that science is an ongoing,
developing field where results
are not always predetermined
or known. They will also gain
an appreciation for how and
why research is done, and
become more excited about the
possibilities offered by science.
Students who wish to do so will
also be able to participate in ten-
week summer programs, with
two students working with each
faculty member.
"Research is a way in which
students can leam to unfold
God's creation," Geels says.
By conducting these projects
at the NPURC, Geels hopes
to encourage his students to
discover more about the creation
God has given us to enjoy and
study. The NSF grant has given









A cooperative effort between
J-\computer servrces,
maintenance, and faculty has
produced six new hi-tech
classrooms. The rooms, tailored
to professors' requests, ended
up costing the college a fraction
of what they would have had
the project been let out to a firm
specializing in these renovations,
says Brian Van Donselaar,
director of computer services.
Building on last year's
decision to supply all faculty
with laptop instead of desktop
computers, eighteen to
twenty classrooms are now
equipped so that professors
can walk into class with their
laptops and within seconds be
ready to display documents,
spreadsheets, or power point
presentations; play videos, CDs,
or DVDs; or access the Internet.
"One push of the button on
one remote turns on the whole
system," says Van Donselaar,
who adds that the technology
r.......... 1... ,.. 'II
use.
Last spring, computer
services took an existing
technology classroom and
retrofitted it with a prototype
system they thought they
could use for all classrooms.
Maintenance built the podium
and structure for the technology,
computer services ordered and
installed the equipment, and the
faculty tested it for the last four
to five weeks of the semester.
This summer computer
services held open houses to
allow faculty to play with the
setup and tell them what was
working and what wasn't.
"We had discussions about
whether to put the outlet on the
top of the podium or the side,
how wide the podium should be
to fit both laptop and notes, and
more," says Van Donselaar. As a
group they weighed the benefits
(easier access) and drawbacks
(coffee spilling in the outlet)
of implementing suggestions.
Many good comments were
offered and everyone took
ownership for the design.
"We ended up with a much
better product, and it saves us
from complaints in the future,"
says Van Donselaar. "We don't
teach so we don't know exactly
what works best, but we take
pride in meeting the educational
needs of the institution," says
Van Donselaar. "When everyone









Dordt College has again beennamed among the "Best
in the Midwest" by this year's
edition of the Princeton Review.
The Princeton Review is a
company that annually conducts
college student surveys and
publishes the data in five
regional "Best Colleges" guides.
The survey asks students
seventy questions about their
school's academics, campus
life, and student body, as well
as their study hours, politics,
and opinions. Surveys are
conducted on campuses and via
the Princeton Review website,
at which students at all colleges
have the option, yearlong, of
completing a secure online
survey.
"We believe these schools
uphold the standards of our Best
Midwestern College distinction
and provide students with a wide
breadth of excellent schools
to consider," said the Review
tqlltdillg 1blf15ll coneges
given this year's "Best in the
Midwest" designation.
In a "Students Say" profile
posted on PrincetouReview.
com, a Dordt student is quoted
who expressed appreciation
for the college's emphasis "on
developing your spiritual life
as well as other aspects of your
personality. The school really
focuses on developing your
worldview and on making faith
a part of every facet of life."
Another undergrad says, "I love
learning at my school. While
being able to learn about things
from the perspective of Christian
profs, they do not force-feed.
They teach us to think for
ourselves and try to discover the
truth."
A summer with the FBI
Sally Jongsma
Most engineering majors can barelycomplete the required courses forthe major in four years. Jonathan
Vander Vliet plans to graduate in four years
with both engineering and political studies
majors. This summer he even found an
internship that combined the two--at the
FBI.
"It's a good mix," he says of the two
majors. "When I get tired of grinding away
at an engineering problem, I break away to
do some reading for political studies. Ifl'm
tired of struggling with theoretical policy
issues, Igo crunch some hard numbers."
Both of Vander Vliet's majors require or
strongly encourage students to participate
in an internship or off-campus program. As
an engineering major, Vander Vliet didn't
have the option of spending a semester off
campus and still completing his program in
four years.
So he began to look on the Internet for
summer internship opportunities that might
fit. A week before the application deadline
in the fall of 2004, he happened upon
FBI summer internships. He immediately
wrote the required essays and solicited
recommendations, and within a few weeks
he learned that he had been selected as a
semi-finalist for one of 116 intern positions
for the summer of2005.
That's when it got interesting. In
November, an FBI agent arrived in Sionx
Center to interview not only Vander Vliet,
but also his roommates, neighbors (at
college and at home), teachers (high school
and college), former employers, and more.
Drug and polygraph tests came next. The
polygraph was the most intimidating.
"Being asked the same twenty questions
five or six times in the course of the test
made it difficult to concentrate," Vander
Vliet says. He was accepted into the
program and, based on his background and
interests, was assigned to Quantico, the
agency's engineering research facility.
Vander Vliet worked with a team of
engineers on projects related to security
technology. His assignments related to
housing and brackets for testing and
Jonathan Vander Vliet (left), who was assigned to Quantico for his internship with the FBI, hopes to go to
graduate school in security studies.
prototypes.
While the technical work he did was
interesting and valuable, it was working
in a professional environment that Vander
Vliet found most beneficial. "We learn
engineering principles and theories, but we
don't often get to apply them concretely,"
he says.
Another asset for Vander Vliet was
gaining top secret security clearance. He's
hoping to go to graduate school in security
studies and the clearance he earned this
summer stays current for up to two years
and remains inactive but alive for five
years. He hopes the experience might
open the door to working with the defense
department or a national security agency.
"I'm starting to realize that I may not
work as an engineer," he says. At the same
time he values his engineering education.
"Engineering teaches a structured method
of analysis that gives you a concrete way to
approach evaluating and problem solving-
it gives you critical evaluation skills."
Vander Vliet believes it has never been
more important for people to develop the
combination of skills he is leaming. People
involved in public policy and in security
agencies usually have a history or law
degree, but it is becoming increasingly
helpful to have a technical background as
well. "There's just not enough time to study
everything you need to know to get good at
something," he says.
Vander Vliet studies hard and is
reflective. He also says he stays up too
late playing video games, having fun
with friends, and engaging in late night
discussions.
"If you're thirsty for knowledge, there
are so many opportunities to learn," he
believes-and so many opportunities to
marvel at God's creation-whether it is in
engineering designs or in the way societies
function.
About his intended career path, he says,
"I'm not sure security is a normative career.
It seems to be more a result of the fall. It's
easier for me to see how faith shapes public
policy than how it determines how security
functions." Yet he believes that working as a
disciple in government gives an opportunity
to show leadership in a Christ -like manner,
realizing that injustice needs to be addressed
wherever it is found.
Vander Vliet wholeheartedly
recommends the internship experience
to others. He's sharpened his aspirations
for the future and gotten to know a
smorgasbord of people from across the
country, as he says. And he had a great time
doing it.
A sampling of student summer internships
Jason and Chris Weyenberg, the
University of Manitoba under Canada's
NSERC program
Derek De Haan, Vermeer
Manufacturing, Pella, Iowa
Lois Garrett, Coral Graphics Services,
Inc., Hicksville, New York
Sara Gerritsma, Center for Public
Justice/Sojourners, Washington, D.C.
Lawren Sinnema, Center for Public
Justice, Washington, D.C.
Jennifer Baas and Alex Powell,
developmental biology research in Dr.
Greg Vanden Heuve!'s ('83) lab at the
University of Kansas Medical Center
Jennifer Anema, agriculture political
interest group in Washington D.C.
Heather Kooiman, Dr. Craig
Stockmeier's ('77) lab in developmental
biology research at the University of
Mississippi, studying the neuroanatomy
of depression
Grace Yoon, Redox Biology Center at
the University of Nebraska in Lincoln
Tom Dykstra, a worship intern at a
megachurch in San Francisco
Jessica Sohre, schools and
orphanages in Ukraine
Mindy Roemeling, Seven-12 House,
Youth and Shelter Services, Ames,
a residential treatment facility for
chemically-dependent girls
Ashley Venhuisen, Trophy Ridge LLC
Belgrade, Montana
Ashley Van Grouw, People's Bank,
Rock Valley, Iowa
Katrina Kobes, City of Medina,
Medina, Minnesota.
Brent Van Solen, VerMeer Sales,
Aurora, Illinois
Paul Hoogendoorn, TCF Bank, Burr
Ridge, Illinois
Triola Herssing, Sirius Systems,
Norwalk, Connecticut




Sherri Lantinga is appointed interim
dean of the social sciences division
Sally Jongsma
President Carl Zylstra's call to Dr.Sherri Lantinga last spring to tellher that she had been selected as the
recipient of the annual John Calvin Award
came as a complete surprise.
"It never occurred to me," she says,
commenting that the previous awards had
been given to "intellectual giants" on the
faculty, people with many years of service
to Dordt College.
Lantinga's selection is evidence that
she plays a valuable role in shaping Dordt
College students and in transmitting the
kind of biblical insight that the Dordt
curriculum promises its students.
To Lantinga, teaching from a Christian
perspective means making sure students
see that God is involved in everything: how
he designed the brain, how we relate to
others, how sin distorts the way we do that,
and how things could work.
But setting that framework for students
is not enough. "There are many tensions
within the field of psychology," she says. It
is generally not open to faith perspectives."
So she teaches her students to ask "what
are the assumptions" behind the views they
study and "are they consistent with how we
view people from our biblical perspective?"
Lantinga says the psychology
department previously used an introductory
textbook written by a Christian author,
but they have switched to another top
text in the field even though the author
subscribes to an evolutionary point of view.
Faculty not only want to teach students a
Christian approach to psychology and the
issues it presents but they want students to
nnderstand and engage other perspectives.
Dr. Sherr! Lantinga
"[Using this text] helps our students see
more clearly how the structure of creation
is different for an evolutionist than for a
Christian," she says, adding that it serves
as a springboard for the instructor to help
students understand and sort through
what is useful from the work of influential
psychologists like Skinner and Freud
without adopting their views of people.
Lantinga credits her experience teaching
at Dordt College with a great deal of
professional growth over the past nine
years. It began already in her interview
when she was asked how faith impacted
psychology, and she saw that more than a
simplistic answer was expected.
"I had taught as I'd been taught-what
was in the book." Thinking about the role
of faith, discussing and writing as part of
John Calvin Award
Nominators' comments:
- Made students aware of the fact
that God's work is evident in all
aspects of study and life.
- Did an excellent job of being
humble and having students discuss
modem issues that face the Christian
community.
- Follows the tradition and history
of John Calvin by integrating faith
and study into one area that may be
explored, challenged, and pushed in
order to fully reveal the truth within.
- Not only teaches from a
reformational perspective but also
strives to live it out in other areas of
her life.
- Not only lays out a reformational
world-view but also encourages
students to take it further than the
classroom.
- Strong commitment to education.
- Able to teach the materials of basic
psychological thought, which often
seem to contradict biblical teaching,
and show how ideals of the faith
coincided with this discipline.
• Helped us undeI'stand how to 888
the secular field of psychology from
a Christian perspective.
faculty expectations, and being challenged
by students have helped her better
understand and become more articulate in
describing how faith has an impact on the
study of psychology. "Iwant students to
leave my classes realizing that people are
really, really complicated," she says. "God
didn't make simplistic people."
During the past nine years Lantinga has
become a good and appreciated classroom
teacher. "I've learned to be myself in the
classroom, not stuck behind the podium,
but showing students how exciting this
stuff is," she says, noting that it was a high
school teacher who loved what she was
doing that inspired her to go into the field.
She simply loves teaching.
That's what's made the transition to
her new position, interim dean of the
social sciences division, bittersweet. She
now teaches only one course a semester,
spending the rest of her time assisting and
listening to faculty, reading faculty papers,
reviewing teaching evaluations, arbitrating
departmental disagreements, and attending
meetings.
"I focus on caring for people in my
division," she says, "listening and giving
them the assistance they need to do their
jobs well." She has two overarching goals
as dean: fostering excellent teaching and
promoting open communication so that
people can support one another and feel
good about their work.
Asked if she's learned anything already
after only four months in the position, she
says, "I've already learned to listen better.
There are always many sides to an issue.
[ need to get the big picture." And there
are things she likes a great deal-like
being able to go home feeling that she's
fixed some things that needed fixing that
day--even if it's something small like
getting a classroom changed for someone




Dena Nicolai finds her love in politics
Sally Jongsma
Dena Nicolai used to think politicssounded boring. That was whenher stereotype about involvement
in politics was sitting in the legislature
all day. Now, as a political studies major,
she sees politics as anything but boring.
Although Nicolai, who is from Alberta,
Canada, came to college as a possible
English major-a subject she still loves-
the introductory political studies course
interested her so much that she continued
to take courses in the major and get more
actively involved in justice issues.
"I'm really interested in working with
people, in how they interact and in how
that interaction can be better," says Nicolai.
Understanding different cultures, working
for social justice, and interacting with
people in other langnages have all become
exciting avenues of service and made her
decide to minor in psychology.
"I feel that studying politics gives
content to my desire to work with
people," Nicolai says. Her semester
on the Middle East Studies program
last spring confirrned that choice. Her
political studies courses have helped her
understand the importance of public policy,
the strengths and weaknesses of political
systems, and the interconnectedness of
the global community. She's seen that
poverty, trade, foreign policy, and
public health have far-reaching
implications for almost everyone
in the world.
But her semester living
in Cairo helped move her
awareness from head knowledge
to daily experience. Seeing




wannth and openness of
the people she met each
day was deeply satisfying
and almost overwhelming. Breaking
through stereotypes helped her see people
and issues differently. And talking with
Sudanese refugees gave her some ideas and
dreams for what North Americans could do
in other countries.
"Iwant to get involved instead of
watching television and saying 'Oh, that's
horrible.'" she says.
Back on campus Nicolai is
putting her activism to work. Earlier
this semester she helped coordinate
an awareness walk to raise money
for victims of Katrina. Nicolai is
also busy with Justice Matters,
a new social justice club that
combines the former campus
Bread for the World club
and the environmental
awareness club Shamar.
And she is serving on
the PLIA planning
committee, a group of
students that organizes
the annual spring break service trips to
nearly ten different locations across the
United States.
Nicolai says she's being shaped by what
she's learning.
"I didn't know enough to have strong
opinions before." Since she's come to
college she's learned "so much from
professors who really care about my
growth and from fellow students who
really wrestle with what it means to have a
Reformed Christian worldview." And she's
fanning strong opinions now.
"You hear people laugh about hearing
the sarne old worldview jargon. But even
though [ grew up in the Christian Reformed
Church, [didn't really know what that
meant before." Now she feels like she's
developing the tools to embark on a
political career.
"I always loved social studies in
school," she says. "I guess in political
studies I've found a way to further develop
that interest."
"Especially arnor
speaks to all area
We've spent a year celebrating
our past. How does this
celebration connect to our
planning for the future?
One of our Jubilee convocation
speakers, Dr. Nicholas Wolterstorff, said
that those who shared the founding vision
ofDordt College for an integral approach
to Christian education are not as lonely
as they once were. I think he's right, and
we should be grateful for that. Especially
among evangelical Christians, the Reformed
concept that the Word of God speaks to
all areas of life, including scholarship,
as Christ is Lord oftodayand tomorrow,
is increasingly confirmed and used as a
working model.
Why should people support
Dordt College?
One reason to support Dordt College
is that we were among a small number of
institutions who pioneered this vision. We
have continued to hone our vision over the
past fifty years and will for the next fifty years
as well, Lord willing.
The second reason is that not everybody
in higher education accepts this view. Even
within the 105 colleges of the CCCU (Council
of Christian Colleges and Universities),
not everyone shapes the vision the way we
do. Supporting Dordt College helps us give
leadership among those who already have this
vision and helps us spread that vision among
those that don't.
The third and most important reason is that
I believe Dordt College does as good a job as
anybody in helping current students capture
that vision. We need to support students here
today and the ones coming in the next years
to help them capture this vision so that we
can flood the world with people grounded in a
Reformed worldview, motivated and prepared
to advance Christ's kingdom.
What are the big challenges for
institutions like us to stay alive
and vibrant?
Internally, one of the biggest challenges is
thinking that we have arrived. As soon as you
think you've arrived, you start to lose your
foundation. We have to guard against self-
congratulation, which leads to complacency.
Externally, the fact that most of higher
from our donors particularly, but also others
who share that vision. The third thing I can
do is spread the word among higher education
leaders. After being here for ten years, I have
more opportunities to sit down with public
officials, policymakers, and others in higher
education. I never miss a chance to tell them
what we're doing at Dordt College.
What gets you up in the morning
and makes you lie awake at night?
The main thing that makes me lie awake
at night is that we have more opportunities
than we can take advantage of That can
be frustrating. What gets-me going in the
morning is seeing how many opportunities
we can tackle for the day and in the days
ahead. What keeps me up at night is getting
to the end of the day and realizing that a lot of
things could have gotten accomplished. That's
the problem with our mission statement. We
believe, theoretically, that there is no area
where we cannot have a role to play. But we
can't do it all, we have to pick and choose, and
it's kind of hard to deal with that.
CENTER SPOTLIGHT
With President Zylstra
g evangelical Christians, the Reformed concept that the Word of God
,of life ... is increasingly confirmed and used as a working model."
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ducation regards our vision as making totally
oolish claims and being "out of touch" puts
ressure on us. If other people think of us that
vay, we might start to think of ourselves that
vay too.
Finances are another challenge. There
lave been three sources of support for higher
!ducation in the post World War II era: the
;overmnent, foundations, and philanthropy.
Through the GI bill and higher education
ct, the govermnent funded many of our first
tudents and buildings. Today, in addition to
ess federal funding, efforts are continually
Icing introduced in Congress to restrict
JUI freedom to hire in accordance with our
e1igious beliefs. Our students get many
ederalloans and grants, but if such efforts are
uccessful our students may lose the right to
eceive that assistance.
Then, just as we are maturing to the point
vhere foundations might be more interested
n looking at us, those foundations are starting
o shift their focus. They are starting to fund
Iementary schools because of the crisis in
.lementary and secondary education in our
:ountry. Business foundations like the Gates
'oundation put billions of dollars almost
:xclusively into K-12 level education.
I'm excited that the Christian community,
iarticularly the Reformed community, still
:ees higher education as a way to advance
Ibiblical worldview in the lives of their
.hurches, a way to be successful in their
msinesscs and professions, and a way to have
m impact on society. It is from the Christian
:ommunity and churches that our support will
ieed to come if we are to move forward and
reep tuition affordable.
ln a sentence, what is our
greatest strength?
Dordt College is a Christian learning
.ommunity where students can spend two
o four years, depending on associate or
iaccalaureate program, to live, think, study,
md work with other Christians in the light
if God's world so they can spread out across
he world and recognize that whatever they're
Ioing, their thoughts, actions, and occupation
teed to be governed by the Word of God and
:heir tasks have to be carried on together with
ither Christians in Christian community.
I'hat kind of communal understanding of the
sovereignty of Christ over every area of life,
every square inch, 24/7, is something about
vhich we are passionate.
Do we distinguish ourselves
from others who are headed in
the same direction?
I'm not really that much interested in
distinguishing ourselves from others who
share our vision. I think we need all the
friends we can get. The fact that ninety
percent plus of our students live on campus
is unusual and adds to our strong sense of
community. It helps develop a passion to live
according to and out of OUf vision. And the
fact that we are in a small town means that
the college community becomes the focus of
student life.
We are the only college that has botb an
agriculture and an engineering program,
leading us to a biotechnology emphasis-e-
something for which we are well suited by
location, tradition, and our strength as a
campus. We put a heavy emphasis on our
education department, because that's where
we started, and it remains a real strength. We
can help the whole Christian community by
providing Christian teachers for our Christian
schools and also for public schools.
How difficult is it to find
faculty that share our vision for
education?
It's not as hard to find people who share
the vision as it is to find faculty who have
experience that has helped them develop
that vision. There are people who are excited
about coming to Dordt, but they may not
have had the opportunity to develop their
own thoughts concretely. That presents
an opportunity for us, because those who
are used to the tradition are sharpened by
those who ask new, fresh questions. A lot of
Christian scholars get excited about what we
have at Dordt.
We have a perspective that isn't
just denominational. How do we
become better known for what
we have to offer?
The college has steadily attracted students
from other denominations in the last decade,
but there are things we need to do to become
better known both regionally and nationally.
The fact that we are now increasingly
recognized by rankings such as US. News is
a help because it is validation for people who
never heard of us.
Becoming better known is a long, slow
process. Almost every college grows in
exactly one way and that is word of mouth.
Advertising is important, but people won't
pick up their checkbook and invest the
amount of money a college education costs
on the basis of a postcard, ad, or even a
website. They need to make a connection so
they believe we are credible. The first contact
may be through alums or others in their
community. Reputation and understanding
and credibility by someone who has had a
positive experience are the way for a college
to attract its students.
Having said that, one of the great
opportunities we have now is websites.
Today's generation of high school students
don't think "place" as much as previous
generations did. They look for a small
Christian college with engineering or
elementary education and find us. Eventually
they will have to make the decision about
whether they want to go to school here, but
our initial contacts are easier. We can't send
our admissions counselors to every school, so
the web is a great opportunity.
Our faculty have to increasingly do
public things that people notice. Our
students involved in co-curricular music,
athletics, drama, and art can effectively
capture the attention and imagination of high
school students thinking about coming to
college.
More and more people come for campus
visits from various areas. Meeting our faculty
is one of the keys to convincing them this
is a credible place. I think we do have some
opportunities that we didn't have before.
What is your role as president in
helping shape the college?
My role as a president is not so much to
add new content to the vision of the college,
because that's been pretty clearly defined in
our current strategic plan. I think my role,
after being here for ten years, is to say that
we're going to do what we said we were
going to do, in other words move forward
and implement the strategic vision laid out
in our strategic plan. Secondly, I have a real
opportunity to talk with our friends and
supporters about ways they can participate
in this. We can't do this unless we increase
the level of commitment and amount of
involvement, financially and in other ways,
What are your dreams for Dordt
College?
The dream I have is that ten years from
now, Dordt College will be even more
recognized as a high-quality residential
Christian college committed to having
"the spirit and character of Christianity in
our curriculum and on our campus," that
continuing generations of our students are
being motivated to go out and serve the
community of Christ.
Another hope is that we have a presence
across the United States where people
can participate in the educational benefits
of Dordt College. That will take place
electronically, with people coming to our
campus; with people going out from campus;
through partnerships with Christian high
schools as post-secondary presences; and
through other networks that still have to
emerge but that won't require people to be
in Sioux Center to be impacted by a Dordt
College education. That will be a big shift as
we move forward. In some ways it is already
starting, but it will mushroom in the next ten
years. That's the only way a small college can
truly "flood the world" with biblically-formed








Dr.John Kok, professor ofphilosophy and dean of
the humanities, was selected to
receive the prestigious Herman
Dooyeweerd Award this summer












donk in the Kok
south of
Holland, the Netherlands.
Kok was one of seven can-
didates nominated for this rec-
ognition by the members of the
Association for Reformational
Philosophy. In selecting Kok,
the committee lauded his study
and writing on reformational
philosophy, specifically noting
OS.O\) Y 0 0 e oven.
Kok studied at the Free Uni-
versity of Amsterdam and, as a
student ofVollenhoven, gained
interest in both Vollenhoven and
Dooyeweerd's reformational phi-
losophy.
Publications by Kok include
Vollenhoven. His Early Develop-
ment (ph.D., 1992); Patterns of
the Western Mind: A Reformed
Christian Perspective (1996);
and Celebrating the Vision: The
Reformed Perspective of Dordt
College (ed., 2004). Kok has
also translated several works by
Vollenhoven and other Dutch
Reformed scholars into English.
He was co-editor and transla-
tor of: Dirk H. T. Vollenhoven,
Introduction to Philosophy.
(Dordt College Press, 2005) and
a DutchlEnglish hardcover edi-
tion of the same text. He edited
Knowing in Concert, (Dordt
College Press, 2005) and trans-
lated from the Dutch: Egbert
Schuurrnan, The Technological
World Picture and an Ethics of
Responsibility: Struggles in the
Ethics of Technology (Dordt
College Press, 2005).
Schuurrnan, who presided
over the committee that selected
Kok for the award, character-
ized Kok as a "congenial col-
league and superb teacher" and a
"Christian thinker who actively
promotes scripturally-directed
thinking about created reality."
New Physics Professor Dr, Douglas
Allen, previously a research physicist at
the Naval Research
Lab in Washington,








iu Illinois; and a AlIen
research scientist at
the Uuiversity of Chicago. He also worked
as a guest graduate studeut at Argonoe
National Laboratory. Allen earned his Ph.D.
in physics at Iowa State University. His
work has been published in a dozen refereed
academic publications, and he was co-author
of a paper that received the Naval Research
Lab's Berman Award iu 2003.
Mark Volkers is the uew Electronic
Media Productiou Coordinator and
Instructor. He will teach communication
courses and assist the admissions and
advancement offices in the preparation of
multi-media DVDs and CDs.
Volkers was previously Communications











the world, and has Volkers
received fifteen Telly
Awards for his documentaries. He holds a
master's degree injoumalism from Wheaton
Graduate School and is currently in a Ph.D.
program at Wayne State University iu
Dearborn, Michigan.
In the music department, Dr. Robert
Dr. Andrews Packiaraj, professor of
social work, presented a paper on "Caste
System aud Christiauity in India" at the First
International Couference on Early Christi-
anity in India held at Concordia College-
Bronxville, New York, in August.
A book of James C. Scbaap's Christmas
stories was receutly released: Startling Joy:
Seven Magical Stories of Christmas (Rev-
ell, $14.99, ISBN 0-8007-1877-1).
Schaap was also au invited speaker at
"Ad Lib 2005: The Anoual Retreat For
Literary, Visual, aud Performiug Arts" held
September 29 - October 2 in Allenspark,
Colorado.
Dr. Jobu Visser, professor of business
administration, gave a presentation at the
IAPCHE (International Associatiou for the
Promotion of Christian Higher Educatiou)
couference iu Moscow in August titled "A
Simple Visual Model for Describing the
hnpact of World view on the Development
Process."
Visser also taught a course in Financial
Management for not-for-profit managers in
South Africa. Included among his studeuts
were managers from Habitat for Humanity,
Beyoud Borders, and World Vision. The
course focused, among other things, on how









of Musical Arts) in
organ study at the
University of Kansas. Horton
He was a Fulbright Scholar at Northwestern
University, Evanston, Illinois, and earned his
Master of Music in Organ - Organ study at
Cornell University. Dr. Horton also earned
a B.A. in East Asian Studies - Organ and
harpsichord study at Stanford Japan Ceuter,
Kyoto, Japan.
In the theater departmeut, Dr. Teresa
Ter Haar will fill a two-year sabbatical
position. Ter Haar





where she also earned
her M.A. in theater.
She has served as
adjunct instructor
in theater at Adrian Ter Haar
College, Western
Michigan Uuiversity, and Calvin College,
and most recently was assistant professor
of communication arts at Trinity Christian













and how to assess the health of micro-fi-
nance institutions.
Several Dordt faculty members partici-
pated in the Symposium "Ethics: Persou,
Practices aud Society" spousored by the
Association for Reformational Philosophy,
August 15-19 iu Hoeven, the Netherlands.
Dr. Jim Vanderwoerd was an invited
participant on a pauel on "Social Work as
a Normative Practice." Vanderwoerd pre-
seuted a statement titled "Ethical Couflicts
Between Religion and Sexual Orientation
iu North American Social Work Education.'
Dr. Johu Kok participated in a panel ou:
"Agriculture, Nature and Ecology," preseut-
ed the paper "Environmental Ethics from a
Reformed Perspective," and led the Friday
morning devotions/worship.
In July Kok preseuted a paper, "Learn-
ing to Teach from within a Christian
Perspective.t'at the 2005 International In-
stitute for Christian Studies Conference in
Kansas City, Missouri
Dr. John Van Dyk participated iu a
panel presentation at the International
Symposium on Ethics iu the Netherlands,
aud while there he continued his work
with Christian educators from around the
world. In May, he addressed the faculty of
two large Christian school communities in
College in Orauge City. An alumnus of
Dordt College, Starkeuburg earned his
Ed.D. in curriculum and instructiou at the
University of Northern Iowa, and did post-
graduate work iu educational leadership and
curriculmnlinstructiou at the University of
South Dakota. Starkenburg also brings to the
position elementary classroom experience.
Timotby Vau Soelen was the principal











is presently a doctoral Van Soelen
candidate at the
University of South Dakota in Vermillion.
Van Soelen was a middle school math!
computer applicatious teacher at Redlands
Christiau School, Redlands, California,
before becoming an assistaut principal there
in 1995.
Nick Breems has joined the computer
services department. Breems worked for
the Dordt College
computer services




He is currently in a
doctoral program in
computer science
at the University of
Illinois, focusing Breems
his research on
software reliability and fault tolerance (that
is, keeping things working even wheu they
break down). While in residence at the
University of Illinois, Breems was the half-
time systems administrator at the lab where
he also did his research.
the Netherlands-at the Ichthus College
iu Veenendaal and at the Jakobus Fruytier
School in Apeldoorn. In August, he gave
a presentation on "Themes in Christian
Schooling" at the IAPCHE Regional Con-
ference in Moscow. In September, in Quere-
taro, Mexico, he taught a course on teaching
Christianly for seventy teachers from Chris-
tian schools in Mexico City, Queretaro, and
Acapulco.
Van Dyk's book The Craft of Christian
Teaching was receutly translated into Span-
ish. (See the Dordt Press ad on page 12.)
Dr. Lorna Van Gilst, professor of Eug-
lish, spent July teaching English at Anoie
Soper Christian School in Moyobamba,
Peru. Van Gilst worked with the director of
English to develop a mission statement for
the program and to articulate the perspective
and objectives. She also taught classes and
discussed curriculum issues with teachers.
Dr. Matt Dressler ofDordt's engineer-
ing department has had an article, "Age-re-
lated changes in the biomechanics of healing
patellar tendon,' accepted for publicatiou
in the Joumal a/Biomechanics. Dressler's
research for the article was done as part of
his Ph.D. dissertatiou. He and his colleagues
found that injuries to the patellar tendou heal
(Continued on page lJ)
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NEW PH.D.S
Three employees at Dordt College were
awarded their doctorates this summer.
Dr. William Elgersma completed a
thesis titled Examining the Skills, Attitudes,
and Perceptions of











whether the class he was teaching was
effectively meeting the needs of students
who enter college without the writing skills
demanded for college work.
While he found that forty-two percent
of students in the basic writing course at
Dordt graduate compared to a national
average of thirty percent, Elgersma says
that statistic is the result of many campus
efforts. In general, he found that while
student writing skills were still below what
they should be, students had grown both in
their ability to write and in their sense that
they could improve.
Elgersma is interested in finding ways to
assess college students' writing. He would
like to help develop a software assessment
tool to help faculty evaluate basic writing
skills more consistently and quickly.
Dr. Curtis Taylor, assistant to the
president, earned his degree in higher
education from Iowa
State University.
Taylor looked at the
job satisfaction level
of faculty at ten
Christian colleges
and found that one
of the best measures
of people's
satisfaction in their
work was their Taylor
commitment to the institution for which
they worked.
"To a person, the faculty interviewed
saw their job as a calling or mission,
something they were gifted to do," says
Taylor. lt was their way of serving. While
responses varied in degree and varied
between institutions, the numbers show
that faculty at Christian colleges were more
satisfied with their jobs than those at non-
Christian institutions.
In general there was a bipolar
distribution of responses, says Taylor.
Younger, new faculty and older, long
tenured faculty were the most happy
in their jobs, with the middle group
expressing the most concerns.
Taylor says his study helped give him
the tools to do research that could be
helpful for Dordt College.
Dr. David Wilcox of the psychology
department studied the effects of
depression and spiritual maturity on












well exhibited depressive symptoms and
seven percent showed signs of spiritual
immaturity. Overall, irrespective of the
students' adaptation and spirituality
scores, twenty-two percent of the students
surveyed showed signs of depression,
figures comparable to national statistical
norms for first-time college students.
Wilcox shared his results with student
services staff and Gen 100 instructors so
they could be sensitive to the number of
students who were experiencing challenges
adapting.
Wilcox
(continued from page 10)
just as well in older subjects as in younger
subjects, which is contrary to conventional
wisdom. The article has not been published
in hardcopy yet but has been available
online since August at http://tinyurl.com/
dajqa (#35).
Dr. Ron Vos, professor of agriculture,
and Dr. Robb De Haau, associate profes-
sor of environmental studies, both contrib-
uted chapters to the recently-released Not
Just Science: Questions Where Christian
Faith and Natural Science Intersect, a book
published by Zondervan Publishing and ed-
ited by Dorothy Chappell and David Cook.
Vos and De Haan provide an analysis of
agricultural practices in the past and pres-
ent, challenging farmers and consumers
to develop a food system consistent with
a God-centered point of view. They also
discuss biblical principles that apply to
agriculture, concluding with questions and
suggested readings for those interested in
agricultural science.
Dr. Wes Jamison, associate professor
of agriculture and director of Dordt's Ag-
riculture Stewardship Center, spoke at the
Livestock Industry Issues and Trends Con-
ference in Fort Wayne, Indiana, on Sept. 6.
The conference was sponsored by the Indi-
ana Farm Bureau, Inc. and the Ohio Farm
Bureau Federation. Jamison's presentation
addressed how the animal rights movement
is affecting agriculture.
Dr. Sandi Altena, director of resident
life, gave three presentations on creating a
growth-fostering classroom that enhances
psychological well-being and gives voice to
all students. Her presentation, "Spirituality,
Justice, and Pedagogy," was sponsored by
the Kuyers Institute for Christian Teaching
and Learning in September. She also gave
the presentation at the 19th Annual Women
in Educational Leadership Conference and
Position Openings
To learn more about a position and receive
application materials, qualified persons
committed to a Reformed, biblical perspective
and educational philosophy are encouraged to










Dordt eolleee is an equal opportunity instltuCion
that Jttongly encourogfls the applications of women,
minorltles, and disabled persons.
DORDT COLLEGE
at Northwestern College in October.
Dr. Jonathan Warner presented a pa-
per titled "Capabilities and vulnerabilities:
Freedom as an asset?" at the 5th Interna-
tional Conference on the Capabilities Ap-
proach, held at UNESCO, Paris, in Septem-
ber.
Adjunct English Instructor Leah Zuide-
ma's article, "Myth Education: Rationale
and Strategies for Teaching against Lin-
guistic Prejudice," was published in May in
the Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy
and was selected to be reprinted again in
September in the SLATE Newsletter: Sup-
port for the Learning and Teaching of
English. The article can be viewed at http://
www.ncte.orglaboutlissues/slate/newslet-
ters/122275.htm.
Dr. J.B. Hulst, president emeritus of
Dordt College, recently completed his
book of memoirs, A Doorkeeper in Gods
Household: The Memoirs of John B. Hulst.
Dordt College is seeking applications in the following areas:
January 2006
Social Work BSW Program Director/Faculty
Administration. program planning, and supervision, as well as teaching
August 2006
Business Administration Faculty (POSSibleOpening)
Human Resources and other fields.
Education Faculty
Introductory and upper-level foundations courses and graduate courses. Teaching
experience at the elementary or secondary level required. doctorate preferred.
Mathematics Faculty (Possible Opening)
Introductory and intermediate-level courses.
Nursing Faculty
Teach selected BSN completion courses with opportunities to assist with course
development in the areas of Family,Community and Public Health and Professional
Practice development. Master's degree and current license or eligibility for
licensure as professional nurse in Iowa required.
Psychology Faculty (PossibleOne-Year Opening)
Introductory, social, and research courses.
Social Work Faculty. Director of Field Education
Teach in all areas of generalist SSW program; direct and coordinate SSW field
education program. MSW and a minimum of two years post-MSW experience
required; social work field praeticum and supervision experience preferred.
Youth Ministry and Biblical Studies Faculty
Teach general education courses in biblical theology, a section of the first-term
seminar, and courses related to the youth ministry emphasis.
The book was recently published by Dordt
Press. (See ad on page 12.)
In September, Dr. Keith Sewell gave a
presentation on the historiographical meth-
odology of Herbert Butterfield at North-
western College in Orange City, Iowa.
Dr. John Vander Stelt, professor emeri-
tus of philosophy, is a contributing author
to the newly released Ways of Knowing
in Concert, edited by John H. Kok (Sioux
Center: Dordt Press, 2005) 45-59.
Education Professor Cella Bosma led
a day-long workshop on "Creating Class-
room Climate" at Cornerstone Christian
School in Bellevue, Nebraska, on Septem-
ber 30.
Theatre Arts Professor Dr. Teresa
Ter Haar had an article published in the
SpringlFa1l2005 issue of Christianity and
Theatre. Ter Haar's article, titled "Perfor-
mance Studies: The Word Made Flesh,"
appears on pages 9 - 15.
Dr. Ed Starkenburg, education profes-
sor, gave two presentations at the Heart-
land Teachers Convention held on the
Dordt College campus on October 6 and
7. Starkenburg's presentations were titled
"Critical Literacy and Teaching Reading
Christianly" and "What Research Tells Us
About Teaching Math."
Dr. Patricia Kornelis conducted a three-
day workshop this summer for Annapolis
(Maryland) Area Christian School middle
school teachers. The title of the workshop
was "Brain Research Implications for Chris-
tian Middle School Educators."
Kornelis has been named to the "Who's
Who Among American Teachers 2004-
2005." Her biography was accepted for
publication based on nominations from for-
mer students.
Education Professor Jenny Van Ry
presented two workshops at the NWCSI-
CTABC-ACSI Teachers Convention that
was held in Surrey, B.c. on October 6 and
7: "Student Developed Assessments" and
"Developing Differentiated Instruction in
Mixed Ability Classrooms."
Jim Van Ry, theatre arts technical
director, presented two workshops at the
NWCSI-CTABC-ACSI Teachers Conven-
tion held in Surrey, B.C. on October 6 and






We currently have ninety-seven
donor-funded scholarships with
a total of 167 recipients. More
than thirteen percent of this
year's students received a donor-
funded scholarship.
The Jake Hop Scholarships
were funded by Denny Hop
(' 77) in honor of his parents
Jake and Gerdena Hop. Two
freshman $750 scholarships
are available, ODe to a Western
Christian High student accepted
into the men's basketball
program, the other to a student
from Rock Rapids, Iowa.
The Lonis and Agnes Kamps
Scholarship is available to a
high school student from the
Gallatin Valley, Montana, area.
The First National Bank
Business Scholarship,
funded by the Sioux Center
First National Bank, makes
$1,500 available to a full-time
student majoring in business
administration or accounting.
The Henry and Sadie Buteyn
Family Teacher Education
Scholarship is available to a
sophomore or junior teacher
education student who shows a
strong commitment to Christian
The Carol Lee Zylstra Church
Music Scholarship awards
$2,200 to studeuts who show
commitment and contribution
in the area of church music,
particularly organ music.
New scholarships for next year
The Jesse Hugen Memorial
Scholarship will be available
for an incoming freshman
graduate of Pella Christian High
School or from the Pella, Iowa,
area. Preference will be given to
students who are first generation
students to attend college.
Financial need will be given
consideration in the recipient
selection process.
The Rick Vauder Berg Men's
Basketball Scholarships will
be awarded to top athletes who
will contribute to the Men's
Basketball Program. Recipients
must meet NAIA and GPAC
guidelines for participation.
The Louis and Johauna
Zuiderhof Teacher Educatiou
Scholarship of $I ,250 is
available for a student majoring
in elementary or secondary
education.
If you wish to set up a
scholarship, please contact
David Vander Werf at 712-722-
6023 or davevw@dordt.edu
Baas takes on advancement duties
J0bo Baas has enjoyed getting to knowthe many people in the Dordt Collegecampus community smce arnvmg ill
July. And now he's now looking forward
to getting to know more people in Dordt's
broader supporting community.
Since his first visit to campus more than
a year ago, Baas has been impressed with
Dordt College and its passiou for offering a
Reformed Christian education.
"There is something unique here,"
he says. "The strong world and life view
approach is something most institutions
don't offer. The more I got to know Dordt
College, its history, and where it stands,
the more pleased I was to become a part of
this community." Baas says that doors kept
opening, and he felt a clear call to take the
position he now holds.
Baas came to Dordt from Calvin College
where he served as a major gifts fund
raiser for the past twelve years. Although
he also spent eight years in sales, Baas
says he couldn't "sell" something he didn't
believe in. He feels like he's switching
teams, but involved in a similarly important
endeavor by coming to Dordt. As he comes
to appreciate the unique contributions that
Dordt College has to offer, he is eager to
help the college find the resources it needs
to continue to grow as an excellent and
respected academic institution of Christian
higher education.
"My approach to fund raising is
relational," he says. People give out of
their passion and sense of commitment, he
believes, but they give to people who help
them understand what the college is about-
what its plans and dreams are; they give to
people they trust will make sure that money
John Baas
will be used well.
Based on the recently completed
strategic plan and considering the trends
away from govermnent and foundation
grants and funding, Baas says that Dordt
College will need to appeal to its supporters.
He is eager to help spread the word about
the kind of education Dordt offers to an
even broader constituency.
"The Reformed world and life view
and its application are too good to keep
to ourselves," he says. "We need to find
ways to attract people who wouldn't
necessarily come because of family or other
connections but who are looking to apply
their faith to their education and vocation.
There are people like that in many Christian
Consider Gifts of Stock
w:th equity markets recoveringto values near historic highs,
many of us currently hold appreciated
stock. By contributing stock rather
than cash, donors to Dordt College
may be able to maximize their giving
and minimize their tax obligation.
For example, if a donor sells
shares of stock and then writes a
check to Dordt College, the donor
must pay capital gains tax on the
stock's appreciation.
Alternatively, by transferring stock
directly to Dorot College a donor can
deduct the full market value of the
stock while avoiding the capital gains
tax.
For more information contact the
Dordt College Advancement Office at
712-722-6020.
communities."
Like any family that makes a major
move, Baas, his wife, Beth, and their four
children miss the people and relationships
that they've left, but they have also
experienced a great strength of Dordt
College, its strong community.
"The Dordt College and Sioux Center
communities have been warm in their
expressions of welcome and support," he
says. He's already come to appreciate the
beauty of Dordt's rural setting and expects
others unfamiliar with the college to have a
similar reaction.
A Doorkeeper in God's Household:
The Memoirs of John B. Hulst
by John B. Hulst
pb ISBN0-932914-61-3 $17.00
The Craft of Christian Teaching: A
Classroom Journey
by John Van Dyk
pb ISBN0-932914-46-2 $15.00
orin Spanish pb ISBN0-932914-62-0 $15.00
EI Arte de Enseriar Cristianamente:
un viaje en el aula
The Technological World Picture and an




The Religious Nature and Biblical Nurture






by Komelis A. Bril
pb ISBN0-932914-60-6 $14.00
Ways of Knowing in Concert
edited by John H. Kok
pb ISBN0-932914-49-1
To order, to see a description of one of these books, or to look at a
table of contents, see our Web site at www.dordt.edu/dordt-.press.AU
titles are also available from major on-line booksellers.
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From Creation to Consummation
by Gerard Van Groningen
Vol.I (Genesis-Kings) ISBN0-932914-34-9
$36.95
Vol. II (prophets-postexilic writings)
ISBN0-932914-52-7 $42.00




by Dirk H. T. Vollenhoven




AI Mennega Honors Scholarship
Julie De Berg Zwart
The rankings that matter
Judy Hagey ('73)
Quick. What do the PrincetonReview, Peterson s,MoneyMagazine, and Barons all
have in common? Ifyou don't
work in education or have a child
approachiog college age you can
be excused for not knowing that
these are just a few of the publica-
tions and organizations that pro-
vide anoual rankings of America's
colleges and universities. Intended
to be a helpful guide for parents
and students selecting the
right college, the growiog
number of rankings is nearly
as overwhelming as the num- Judy Hagey
ber of colleges vyiog for stu-
dents' attention. As the number of rankings
grows, so too does the public's skepticism
regarding their methodology and validity as
well as their usefulness.
Regardless of the process, it is nearly im-
possible to quantify the quality of education.
Judging an institution by the size of its
endowment, its student-faculty ra-
tio, or even the cost of tuition fails
to get at the measurements that
really matter. The outcomes.
Colleges are mission-
driven institutions. Each has
a unique reason for existing.
They ought to be evaluated
then on how successfully they
are achieving their mission.
Dordt's stated mission is to equip
students, alunmi, and the broader
community to work effec-
tively toward Christ-centered
renewal in all aspects of con-
temporary life. We ought to
be evaluated by our success in
fulfilling that mission.
Easier said than done, but let me sug-
gest some ways we might be evaluated.
We ought to ask: Do students and alunmi
understand and embrace the mission? Do
graduates continue to live out the mission
when they leave here? Are they making a
difference in their comer of the world?
During the last accreditation process one
of the external evaluators observed, "Your
faculty, students, and staff all know why
they are here and can articulate it." Quantifi-
able evidence that we're fulfilling our mis-
sion? No. But certainly a strong indication
that this community knows why it's here
and what our work is all about.
In recent weeks we have begun the
process of selecting the next Distinguished
Alunmus/a. That includes behind-the-scenes
investigation to determine how effectively
graduates continue to live out Dordt's mis-
sion. Time and again I have heard testimo-
nies from co-workers, church members,
and colleagues of persons who "bring light
to a dark place," "practice hislher faith io
difficult circumstances," and are "quiet ser-
vants." More evidence that the rankings that
really matter can't be measured. But they
are priceless.
Alice De Graaf Memorial Scholarship
Peter Bylenga





B.J. &Deborah Haan Teacher Education
Scholarship Nicole Askes







Boot Family Study Abroad Music
Scholarship Lawren Stnnema
Carol Lee Zylstra Church Music
Scholarship Brian De Young
ALUMNI NOTES
Myrtle (Mert) Smits ('59), io her thirtieth
year of teaching, has entered the public school
system after years in Christian schools. She has
her master's degree and continues her education.
Willemina (Pastoor) Pilon ('75) went on her
second mission trip to Nicaragua in August with
twenty-seven members of her church. Her church
has adopted the city of Los Cendros, just outside
of Managua and members are working with a
church to build a school for children whose
parents cannot afford the public school system.
Marcy (Talsma, '89) Stravers has released a
vocal CD titled "Clean Lines." The CD features
remakes in soft jazz, soul, folk, acoustic, and old
standard genres.
Michael Fennema ('90) is program advisor
with CRWRC in Vientiane, Laos. Michael was
formerly employed at ZOA Refugee Care as
project manager, where he was based in the
border town of Poipet.
Brent Kooi ('91) was recently promoted to
Dean of Student Life at Belhaven College in
Jackson, Mississippi.
Jared Johnson ('93) recently graduated
on the dean's list with a master's degree in
marketing. He and Ronda (Borger, '93), live
with their son, Aaron, in Edmonds, Washington.
Jason Koelewyn ('99) graduated from Lorna
Linda University Medical School in May. He,
his wife Tami, and their daughter Alyssa Breanne
moved to Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
Paul J. Droogers ('00) was recently ordained
at the Wyoming Christian Reformed Church in
Wyoming, Ontario.
Micah Nikkel ('00) recently completed his
master's degree in business administration from
the University of Iowa. He lives with his wife,
Ketly, and their chitdren, Erica (3) and Luke (t),
in Pella, Iowa, where he works in the information
technology department at Pella Corporation.
Aaron Reitsema ('03) recently accepted a
position at Town and Country Realtors, Inc. in
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Aaron was employed
at Ripon Christian as a teacher until recently.
Michael Pastoor ('01) works for Pfizer
Animal Health as a territory manager in the
Dairy Business Unit. His wife, Leslie (Cowherd,
'01) will be teaching math at Maranatha
Christian Academy in Brooklyn Park, Minnesota.
Births
Rohert ('88) and Abbie Ruisch, Nathan
Robert, 4/19/05
Dean and Glenda (Timmermans)
Wagenaar ('89, '87), Cole Jacob, 5/18/05
Ryan and Kim (Veenstra) Hoekstra ('88,
'89), Nia Rae, 7/01/04
Dale ('89) and ToniaWondstra, Hannah
Grace, 4/18/05
James and Carol (Slomp) Hummel ('89,
'93), Aiosley Witlemien, 10/24/04
Darren and Darla (DeYager) Van't Hul
('90, '90), Dason John, 9/27/04
Harlan and Michele (De Jong) De Boer
('91, '90), Marleigh Josena, 2/16/05
Kevin ('91) and Kristin Jansma, Noah
James, 7/24/04
Roh ('92) and Carolyn Kamstra, Carissa
Jane, 2/27/05
Jon ('92) and Laura Kroeze, Justin Lee,
7/31/05
Edward and Debora (Bakker) Minderhoud
('92, '92), Faith Annelise, 3/18/05
Dirk ('92) and Mary Ann (Kwantes)
Schouten, Matthea Jan, 2/27/05
Chris ('92) and Ketly (VanZomeren) Van
Ee, Eliza Ann, 3/03/05
Eric ('01) and Lori Eekhoff, Elijah Boyd,
10/20/04
Joel and Laura (Veroooy) Terpstra ('92,
'94), Joslyn Grace, 2/24/05
Brian and Diane (Graves, '93) Eisenga,
Nathan Wayne, 12/27/04
Mike and Natalie (Vander Meulen) Mulder
('94, '93), Andrew Douglas, 8/5/05
Mike and Kim (Vande Weide) Adams ('94,
'94), Josiah Steven, 3/25/05
Mike and Shelly (Rnis, '94) Ash, Jaegar
Atan, 1/06/05
Greg ('94) and Debbie Eekhoff, Atlison
Renee, 6/26/05
Kurt and Marlene (Yoder, '94) Schimke,
Nicholas Gustav, 2/21/05
Julian and Amanda (Lapp) Varga
('94,'95), Trinity Joy, 4/09/05
Joseph and Annette (Crahtree) Addink
('95, '94), Julia Kay, 10/22/03, Carston
Joseph, 11/05/04
Marc and Heidi (Huisken, '95) Cunningham,
Gabriel Marc, 5/18/05
James and Neisha (Vos, '95) Hom, Cadence
Joy, 8/23/05
Jeff and Karen (Zylstra) De Boer ('95,
'96), Anna Marie, 6/28/05
Myron and Holly (Kooiker, '96) Dekkers,
Madeira Janetle, 5/27/05
Kendal and Jeanette (Nydam) Walhof ('95,
'95), Natalie Joy, 10/31/04
Rob and Sonya (Timmermans) Faber ('96,
'95), Breya Grace, 4/09/05
Terry and Jennifer (Meinders, '96)
Thorington, Isaac Lee, 7/27/05
Jim and Tammy (pool, '96) VanRooyen,
Samantha Michal, 6/lt/05
Nick and Jennifer (Vos) Breems ('96, '97),
Jonathan Dale, 1/26/05
Jeremy and Kimber (Bleeker) Van Essen
('96, '97), Shaylee Jordan, 11/04/04
Michael and Jocelyn (Heggers) Vande
Griend ('96, '97), Seth Michael, 4/19/05
Ryan and Rachel (Calkhoven) Schaap ('96,
'99), Dylon Jay, 11/25/04
Douglas and Lisa (Vander Top, '97) Brands,
Makenna Clare, 3/04/05
Matt and Kristen (Cnossen, '97) Nichols,
Elisabeth Karen, 5/t8/05
Andy and Bethany (Baker) Schutlinga
('97, '97), WilliamAndrew, It/24/04
Nathan and Kristen (Vande Berg)
Sederstrom ('00, '97), Ryan Matthew,
5/06/05
Jason ('97) and Melissa Vander Wier, Lucas
Andrew, 5/09105
Mike and Jill (Hayes) Veenstra ('97, '97),
Marta Pauline, 3/02/05
Brett and Christy (Mount, '97) Watson,
Kaya Jenae, 5/10/05
Scott and Jill (Te Grotenhuis) De Jong
('97, '98), Maya Elaine, 4/19/05
Henry and Sarah (Bliss, '98) Bakker, Hannah
Ray, 4/18/05
Carrie Foods Special Effort Business
Scholarship James Kars
JayMacLeod







DaIIu ApoI Fomgn language
Scholarship Maria Brasser
Daniel Oosterman Memorial Scholarship
Leah Fedders




Dordt College Foreign Language
Department Study Abroad Scholarship
Ginelle Bakker
Dordt College Social Work Scholarship
Heather Groen
Dordt Development Foundation
Activities Grant Rebecca De Boer
Nathan DeWit
EDA, Inc. Engineering Scholarship
Nathanael Van Ee
Christopher Wyenberg







First National Bank Business Scholarship
Scott Beeman







H & H Van Klaveren Youth Ministries
Scholarship Justine Vandergrift
(Will be continued next issue)
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Jim Schaap Book Signings:
November 19~5ioux City, Iowa
2-4 p.m., Barnes & Noble,
Southern Hills Mall
December 3-Sioux Falls,
South Dakota, 2-4 p.m.,
Barnes & Noble, 3700 West
41st Street
December 9~Sioux Center,
Iowa, 6-7 p.m, Dordt College
Bookstore (located in the
Campus Center)
December 15--Orange City,
Iowa, 6-8 p.m., Dove
Christian Book Store,
125 Central Ave. NE
An Evening with Jim Schaap:
Join professor and author James
C. Schaap for an evening of
Christmas stories and songs as











Schaap shares the stage with
the Dakota Jubilee singers
for an evening of story and










Friday-5:00 p.m, Defenders vs.
Wright State Lake College
Saturday-8:00 p.m. Defenders




Blades vs. Alumni bockey
Women's, Men's, & Alumni
basketball
Chris Rice concert
Andrew Moody ('01) received the Master of
Divinity from Westminster Theological Seminary
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on July 1, 2005.
.... Julie Van Gronlngen, Mark Van
Donselaar, and Amy Vroom ('02, '02, '02)
each received a Juris Doctor degree from
the Valparaiso University School of Law in
Valparaiso, Indiana, on May 21, 2005.
Marriages
Joshua Rogers and Sandra Bruxvoort ('96),
10/02/04
Arnold DeBoer and Heather Driesen ('97),
8/20105
Mike Tate and Suzie Isenor (97), 5/07/05
Tyler Atkinson and Jennifer Hospers ('99),
6/26/04
Bryan Huisken ('00) and Pam Den Duden
COO), 7/10/04
Timothy Wanaselja and Allison Van Wyk COO),
6/25/05
Karl Wolfswinkel COO) and Erin Gerlach,
6/25/05
Daniel Bruxvoort ('0 I) and Carol Stursma,
5/28/05
Phillip Runner COl) and StacyDiemer, 5/21105
Jonathan Dmek and MicheDe Key C02), 7/01/05
Wesley Gunst C02) and .Ianelle Saarlos C02),
7/16105
Nolan Van Dop and Pam Vandermeer ('03),
8/20/05
Mark Netjes (03) and Kelly Triezenberg,
5121105
Jobn Brinks ('04) and Mary Lagestee, ('04)
6/25105
Joshua Kapteyn (04) and Bethany Hedstrom
(04),7/08/05
Peter Nanninga (04) and Elena Bakker (03),
5/28/05
Dan Hanson (05) and Amy Vander Top (05),
6/04/05
Barry Viss (05) and Engela Heystek (05),
5/07/07
With this issue of the Voice
we begin a new feature-
book reviews. We're
interested in knowing what's
on your bookshelves now
that your college books are
packed away. What are your
latest fiuds in the literary
world? And what would
you recommend your fellow
alums pick up the next time
they are in the library or
bookstore? Share your latest




Jason and Angela (Dirksen, '98) Fick,
Lindsie Ann, 4/30105
Rob and Sue (Boersen, '98) Gruessing, Clara
Marie, 6126/05
Steve and Hope (Baker) Kimble C98, '98),
Austin James, 1/14/05
Jason and Yvonne (Vaags) Kimm ('98,
'98), Willem John, 7/26/04
Randy and Tami (Van Kooten, '98) Rua,
Regan David, 7/28/05
Paul and Danae (Dekkers) Lapka C98,
'98), Isaac Paul, 5/07/05
Dale and Sarah (Kastein, ex '98) Pieper,
Payton Harvey, 3/04/05
Scott and Meredith (Kos, '98) Sybesma,
Kristen Olivia, 12/14/05
Dale and Sarah (Kastein, ex '94), Payton
Harvey, 3/14/05
Josh and Elizaheth (Hartwell) Vander Top
C98, '01), Hannah Rose, 6/27/05
Nathan and Janelle (Sonke) Hendricks
C99, '97), Anna Grace, 5/26/05
Kurtis and Lisa (Van Mersbergen) De
Bruin C99, '99), Bethany Anna, 2/26/05
Tim and Teresa (Zuidema) Huizenga ('99,
'99), Matthew James, adopted 1105
Dan and Carmen (Zonnefeld, '99) Huttenga,
Naomi Ann, 4/24/05
Jason and Tami (Kooiman) Koelewyn ('99,
'99), Alyssa Breanne, 4122/04
Mike and Shawn (Wynia) Meyers C99,
'99), Mikay1aJoy, 3/19/04
Brent and Anita (Van Nieuwenhuyzen)
Nykamp C99, '99), AvaMadison, 1/22/05
Russ (99) and Stacy (Brons) Smies,Ada
CoDeen,2/10/05
Joel and Melanie (Benson) Van Den Brink
('99, '99), Darcy Jo, 3/22/05
Paul and Sarah (pluim, '99) Birnbaum,
SimeonAndrew, 6/23/05
Richard and Donna (DeHaan) Westra ('00,
99), Chloe Kim, 10/15/04
David and Megan (Grahn) Morrison ('99,
'01), Jonas David, 6/20/05
Jeremy and Jennifer (Holm, '00) Jansen,
ReagenAriell, 3/18/05
ALUMNI BOOK REVIEW
Paul aud Jill (Gorter) Droogers ('00,'00),
Comelis (Kees) Willem, 9/20/05
Jerry COO) and Sharla (Heerema) Loverin,
WesleyMarten, 6/07/02, Jakob Ryle,
9/29/04
Jeff and Ann (Dykstra) Memmelaar COO,
'00), William Edward, 4120/05
Todd and Erica (De Kam, '00) Prins,
Kathryn Jo-Hanna, 6/07/05
Russ and Mary (Oosterhouse) Vander
Molen COO, '00), Tessa Marie, 5/06/05
Alan and Jodi (Kimm) Venema COO, '00),
Victoria Grace, 6/0 1105
Kevin and Paula (Elenbaas) Mesman
COI,'OO), Lindsey Kay, 6/20/05
Tim and Heather (Broekhuis) Van
Hofwegen COO, '0 I), Hannah Lanae,
6/06/05
Timothy and Jolynn (Vander Wal) Van
Iddekinge COO, '0 I), Levi Gray, 5/26105
Joel and Tabitha (Vander Wilt) Van Soelen
COO, '01), Jonah Dean, 05/01/05
Daniel and Rachelle (Walhol) Altena COl,
'01), Kailee Danae, 6103105
Micah and Heide (Broekhuis, '0 I) Brown,
Cannon Steven Gene, 1/04/05
Nathan and Jennifer (Van Den Hul, '01)
Frens, SeanMichael, 3/15/05
Scott and Lori (Vander Woude) Den
Hartog C02, '02), Willem Keith, 6/29/05
Curtis C02) and Kristin (VandeKwaak)
Kuiper, Emma Grace, 8/09/04
Brett and Elizaheth (Vander Schaal)
Danzeisen C02, '03), Case Richard,
2/11/05
Aaron and Carrie (Ten Napel) Rietsema
C03, '02), Maria Addison, 7/30/05
Jon and Jennifer (Landherr) Myers ('03,
'03), Ethan Jon, 3/26/04
William (03) and Erin Whalen, Isaiah Jay,
9/25/03
Cody and Carmen (McEwen) Horstman
(ex '03, '04), Hunter Jon, 2/19105
John and Erika (Van Den Hul) Hoogeveen
C04, '02), Ezra John, 8/05/05
Danny and Sarah (Fedders, '04) Gaalswyk,
Hannah Joy, 3/15105
family to edit the notebooks for
publication. She uses
real people, places,
and events from Jane
Austen's life to create
a series of suspense
novels set during the
t height of the Napoleonic
Empire with Miss
Austen as sleuth.
In the first book, Jane
and the Unpleasantness at
Scargrave Manor, the Earl
of Scargrave dies mysteriously
and all suspect his new young
bride (and Jane's real-life
friend) Isobelto be the culprit.
Isobel entreats Jane's help to
investigate the murder and save
her from certain ruin.
If you are an Austen fan,
the true delight of these books
is how faithfully Barron
reproduces Austen's style.
You feel rather like you are
reading Pride and Prejudice
(with the strange addition of
murdered bodies underfoot).
The mysteries themselves
are complicated enough to
befuddle most suspense fans.
What can I say: a little
Victorian cbarm, a little
political intrigue, a little Austen
wiLand a who-done-it. What's
not to like?
After eleven years as an
English teacher at Unity
Christian High School
in Orange City, Luanne
(Veenstra) Goslinga ('93)
decided to open a new chapter
in her life as a stay-at-home
mom to Micah, 5; Austen, 2;
and Annika, 6 months. Luanne
is married to Dave ('90).
Whenever her children allow
her afew moments of quiet she
enjoys the opportunity to read.
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very excited to learn
that Stephanie Barron
had penned eight
books in a Jane
Austen mystery
series.
In 1995 a series
of manuscripts
were unearthed




in Maryland. The discovery
turned out to be authentic
journal entries and letters Jane
Austen wrote for her sister
and not meant for publication.
Interestingly, the notebooks
also contained actual mysteries
that Austen had encountered
and solved during her own
lifetime.
Stephanie Barron was
asked by the Westmoreland
Luanne Goslinga
Ihavealways been a JaneAusten fan. You may evendeem me a fanatic-I
actually named one of my
daughters Austen, in honor of
the author. Therefore, I was
Several members oftbe Draayer family attend Cornerstone CRC in Dallas: Joanne (Jasper,'71), CeAnn (Wissink,'Ol) Donovan ('00), Tanya (Draayer,'97) Baccam,
Syla Baccam ('01), and Don ('72). Grandchildren are Landon and Avril.
Right place, Right time
Dallas alums grateful for opportunity to help Katrina evacuees
Andrew De Young
Our church was just in the right placeat the right time," said Rev. DonDraayer ('72), pastor of Cornerstone
Christian Reformed Church in Dallas,
Texas, and former Dordt campus pastor.
A year or two ago, that might have been
a strange thing for Cornerstone CRC's
pastor to say. For the past couple of years,
Cornerstone has been meeting in a Dallas
apartment complex, a location which some
might consider less than ideal. Even less
ideal were the circumstances surrounding
their decision to move to the apartment
complex-a church-dividing conflict over
women in office, a debate about whether to
stay in the CRC, and finally, the decision
to relocate and start over. To some of the
church's members, the place may seem
like a bitter reminder of the pain they went
through.
But this summer, when people fleeing
Hurricane Katrina started pouring into Texas
by the thousands, the apartment complex
became exactly what Draayer says: the right
place to serve in a time when service was
needed more than ever.
"Being in that space allowed us to help,"
says Draayer. "When the Katrina victims
started coming to this part of the country,
some places were slow to open their doors,
and many waited until they were assured
that the Federal Emergency Management
Agency was going to be paying for it. The
apartment complex where we meet opened
their doors rather soon, without knowing
that they were going to he reimbursed for
it."
Thirty to thirty-five apartments were
opened to evacuees, says Draayer. He
quickly adds that, although he and other
church members are happy to hear about
the apartment complex's generosity, they
themselves had nothing to do with taking
the evacuees. That decision was made, and
the cost absorbed, hy their landlords. But it
wasn't long before Draayer and his church
became involved.
"The apartment complex called us and
told us that these people were in need of
almost everything," says Draayer. Although
many of the evacuees were proactive about
getting out of New Orleans, he says, most of
them hadn't expected to be away from home
for more than a couple of days. Cornerstone
CRC began by supplying them with the
basics: food, water, and clothes.
"They also needed things that you just
take for granted until you get in that kind
of a situation," says Draayer. "Diapers for
families with babies, contact lenses and
solution for people who had walked out
the door with what they had in their eyes,
prescription refills for people to keep them
going until they could get to a doctor-
those kinds of things that you just don't
think about right away."
Altogether, the experience sounds
like it's been a taxing one for Draayer,
demanding his personal resources even
to the point where his cell phone minutes
were "shot" by people trying to track down
relatives, unsure if they were dead or alive.
But he consistently avoids praise and goes
out of his way to give credit to others.
Some of the credit, he says, should go
to the members of Cornerstone CRC. "This
particular group has been through a lot of
stuff together, and they've come out of it all
really united. That really shows in a time
like this." Draayer also points out that they
haven't been alone; other churches have
shown their willingness to help without
being asked.
But the main thing that Draayer keeps
coming back to is that they were in "the
right place at the right time"; that they
didn't go out of their way to help, but that
the opportunity to help, to be a witness
through service, was an opportunity that
carne to them. He's also quick to point out
that the witness goes both ways, because
many of the evacuees came out of Louisiana
with inspiring stories and indomitable spirits
that inspired Draayer and the members of
Cornerstone CRC.
There's one story in particular that
Draayer keeps coming back to. One of the
evacuees that Draayer met, an older woman,
had a son who was stranded back in New
Orleans. He had stayed behind to be with
his wife, who, as Draayer puts it, "was great
with child." For a while they were in the
hospital, but soon they left and went to the
Superdome.
"They saw some pretty amazing things
in that city," Draayer says. "At one point
they came across a baby seat, and when
they went to pick it up discovered that there
was a baby, still alive, sitting inside. When
they couldn't find the parents, they just
decided to take it with them to Dallas. On
their way here, they made one wrong turn
and eventually-just a fluke, an accident-
found the mother of the baby."
It's stories like these that help remind
Draayer and the members of Cornerstone
CRC that, amidst the horror of the Katrina
tragedy, there is hope. At a time when the
media coverage ofthe disaster is mostly
negative, they continue to remember the
many examples of God's grace: the story
of a wrong turn that turned into a family
reunion, the evacuees who are already
statting new lives for themselves, and the
fact that they happened to be at the right





Dr.Verne Meyer left full-time teaching at Dordt
College in 1992 bnt he stays
connected to the college. In
addition to teaching an English
course periodically, Meyer finds
the college faculty, students, and
alumni good resources for his
work. His latest publication, The
Business Writer, co-edited by
former English professor John
Van Rys, is an example of how
Meyer not only asks people for
their expertise, but also shares
samples of their work as models
for his textbooks.
Many Dordt students and
faculty have been paid for
samples of their writing that
hBve appl!elod in l1Ie9'klo!l WO!b
like The Col/ege Writer and
other handbooks and textbooks.
In The Business Writer, Meyer
draws on the expertise of alums
in business.
The Business Writer is
a comprehensive textbook!
handbook that can be used as
a college text, but it is also
an easy-to-use and valuable
ollice resource. Based on the
Seven Traits for Effective
Writing that Meyer and his
colleagues have developed
in other texts, The Business
Writer shows proper ways to
write letters, memos, email,
reports, press releases, and much
more. It also has sections on
managing, communicating, and
proofreading.
"Effective writing in bnsiness
is essential to accomplishing
your goals," says Meyer. "You
need to deliver bad news
diplomatically, treat people
respectfully, use research wisely,
develop arguments clearly."
Meyer says seventy to eighty
percent of people earn their
living based on their writing
skilla- from police ollicers
writing up reports to nurses
writing charts to managers
writing memos. "We want to
help people write well so they
can do their work well," he says.
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Oct. 6-Nov. 12 Dinner Party Show (an alumni women's
...artexhibiti,,-~L_ ....
Karen Acker, Northwestern College,
sculpture
David Versluis, Dordt College,
works on paper











Nov. 17,18,19 7:30 p.m. One Act Festival
Dec. 1,2 7:30p.m. Senior Student Production:
Jonathan Horlings
Dec. 3 2:00,7:30 p.m.
Music







NISO Fall Concert_ ..- ... --_... -_ .._ ....""_ ...."-- ,-" .....".
Recital: Carrie"§E~?nk,_"~E~,~_l1_
Chorale Service of Lessons and Carols





Christmas Choral Concert (Women's
Chorus, Chorale, Concert Choir,
Kantorei)
Dec. 7 7:30p.m.
Dec. 9 7:30 p.m.
Sports
Nov. 5 WVB GPAC Playoffs, TBA
M Soccer GPAC Playoffs
W Soccer NAJA Regional
Tournament
MBB vs. Peru State
W Soccer NAJA Regional
Tournament _ .._ ....__ ....... " .._._ ....
M Soccer NAJA Regional
Tournament




M Soccer NAJA Regional
_________ -'T"ourn=.:amen~t~_~
Bla~e~_!I0ckeyvs,.: ~SD~.Su"U, _._ .
_____ .\YYB Ci!'~c: PI~y~!!"~__ .. .





WBB vs. Grand View. "_ ..,_.. _ .......__ ._ .... -- .._-_."--------
MBB vs. Grand View...... --_. -- ------ ...... _._ .. --- ..'--"
Nov. 18. __ 13ladesHockeY,.rllf\.
Nov. 19 BI~desHockey,rllA
Nov. 22 6 WBB vs. Northwestern
8 p:~. ...~B vs. NorthwesteJ!l
N~.":_2?._68<.8prn:_ MBB DordtC:~lle8eglassic ..
Nov. 26 _.~ 8<.4 l'm. 1vIJ313])ordt College Classic
Nov. 30~p:lIl· Wl311vs. MOIIliJ:18s~de
___.._~,.I:~:~_:___ MBB vs. Morningside
.5:30.p.m. waB vs. Martin L~ther ..C:oll"ge
7:30 p.m. MBB vs. Martin Luther College
J':l0v:.1?. 5:30p:rn:
.. _.2:3Qp:ll1:
Dec. 6
,
One-on-one with
Dr. Zylstra
Vander Vliet
earns summer
FBI internship
Senior Mutava
researches
growing amaranth
